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H16Gu-S HERI zx_of the County of OXFORD: 


Sir Robert Fenkinſon, Barr. Fohn Clarke, Elq; | 
Sir Robert Daſhwood, Bart. Nathaniel Beehoe, Eſq; 
Ar Edward Cobb, Bai. © William Parſons, Eſq; # 
n Ei,, Fah Fulle, Cent. 
Robert Barber, E Foſeph Sadler, Gent, 
| Richard Eyans, Elqz , ; * 


.. * Richard Leaver, Gent. 
Fuſtinian 88 Eſa; Thomas Thackham, Gent. 


With the reſt of the Gentlemen of the GRAN D-JURY, 


Gentlemen EO TO 2 


5 „ | 
IE Principles and Practices in this Diſcourſe confeder'd, are uni. 
verſally Condemn'd by the Beſt aui Wiſeſt Men in all Ages; being 

II a5 Repugnant to good Sexct, as they are te 271 For 

honover Miitigg and Doubling, iz Matters of the laſt Imyortance, have 

been Diſguird and Set off, under N Specious Character ef a Trimmer; 
, was the Sureſt Friend to. the Right: 

Tet your Uyſhaken Loyalty to your Prince, our Moſt Excellent QUEEN, 

and Conſtant. Zeal for the Church of England, for which you are ſo Emi- 

nent; tu now a Living, and ever will o an Undeniable Teftimony ; that 

F * and 1 can . 

ent to ſuch a. Neutrality, as wor 4 Weaken fr Intereſts e vr own ſuch 4 

— 2 wou'd Epe, Her to JJ 
The Boat indeed, according to their owt Metaphor, ought to be kept Ups 

right and Steddy : But the way to do it, u to be So: nor can it, in the 

mean time, be 2 that frequent Changing of Sides is moſt likely to put 


* C i „ 


Gentlemen! 


The Horiotth you have dine thus Diſcourſe in Requitfing it Publication, 
laid me under a Neceſſity of doing One of thiſ Two hinge, ro hich I Jo- 


lemnly proteſt, I have the Utmoſt Averſion ; either of Appearing in Print; 
or Diſobliging ſo many Great and Worthy Perſons : But when I had a little 
Configet'd the Matter; I ſoon" diet ein d, Tyat I rid not well Scruple 
rhe Staking my own Reputation, ſince I had the Security of ſo Confidera- 
| I am 9 . 1 ” 1 13 ; ' ff 3 „d \ 
„„ NIE ENS OO 
f rr Moſt Odedient, ane 
ost Humble Servant, 
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Ca 


bett the Ruin and Deſtruction of a moſt Powerfu and Laſolent, Tyrant; 
Cen- 247 for all this they Sinned more againſt him, by Provoking the moſt Highs 


ach „ in the Wilderneſs, Pal, 78. 37% 
But fince Mercies and Deliverances had no Effect upon them, God, by 


7 Ups a yet greater Inſtance of his Mercy, was reſoly'd ro try them by Afflicti- 
4 ons: and ſo he gave them over into the Hand of f, eir Enemies, and made 


Io ſee if Calamities wou'd reduce em to Conſideration, melt their Har- 
PKG den'd Hearts, and bring them to à Senſe of their Ingratitude and Provo- 
5 7 bY cations, Now this Method wrought ſo far upon them, as to make em 
3 put on, tlie Guiſe or Appearance, at leaſt, of Humiliation and Repentavee; 
rin; Wat * Fs N | r 13 t 
lieel, Lor, When he flew them, then, they. ſaught him, and turw'd them earl 
i x. Wand enquir d after God: And they remembred that God was their Rock, 

„and the High God their Redeemer, v.34, 35. And yer there was nothi 


® | * 


it vas under a wrong Biaſs and Direction; their Affections and Inelina- WU Ilan 


n ve ow. — 1 


| 
i! 
| 
| 
| 


N — 


tions were not towards God, but rooted and fixt on this World: and this God, 
was the cauſe of their ſo frequent Backſliding and Apoſtacy. They vou d on at 
fain have Divided between the True Religion and Idolatry; ha ve Recon · ¶ them 
cil'd Egypt with Canaan; and a Molten Calf with the Holy One of Mrael; Fin 
and therefore, as it follows, They were. not ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, iſ God: 
They frequently Tranſgreſs d his Laws, eſpecially thoſe againſt Idolatry, WW on © 
which by the Covenant made with their Fore-fathers, they were bound to Iſaia, 
Obſerve, Which Words repreſent to us the Nature, and Evil Effects or and! 


Miſehiefs of Hypocriſy : the Nature of it in theſe Words, Their Heart was from 
ot right with him; or, as the Old Tranſlation well expreſſes it, was not I ſbew 
of a 


whole with him, The Miſchiefs in thoſe that follow; Neither were they 
Judfaft in his Covenant, The One implies a Vice or corrupt Habit of WW pegr, 
the Mind: the Other imports the Exerciſe of it in our Lives and AQtions Ml ſame 
In ſpcaking therefore to this Subject, I ſhall his H 


* © EF r#, Give you an Account of the Nature of Hypocriſy in general, then | 


_ , Secondly, I ſhall propoſe ſome Inſtances, whereby we may diſcover the W the 7. 


Notorious and Woful Effects of ir. =_ 
Thirdly, I ſhall offer ſome Motives to Perſwade us to an Open, Free, diſpoſ 
and Undiſguis'd Behaviour, eſpecially in Matters of Religion. che C 


I. Firſt, I'm to give an Account of the Nature of enen in general. i. Dif 
Now Difhmulation, with reſpe& to Religion, has almoſt entirely en- I their g 


Fgroſs d the Name of Hypocriſy; ſo that whenever we hear the Word Hy-M Pfalm. 


pocrite, we generally underſtand One, that Diffembles with God and Re- Sec. 
ligion. Hie that Prevaricates with Men, is ſtiled a Flatterer, a Paraſite, WW thing 
or a Diſſembler: But he that Diſguiſes himſelf before God Almighty, N yays, 
and endeayours to appear otherwiſe than he really is; ſuch a One, in a Defre 
peculiar, and the moſt opprobrious Sence, is call'd an Hypecrite. - Now WW ſent E 
Hypocriſy, in this fence, is a Vice, which our Lord has not only Loaded inconſ 
with the mold bitter and ſevereſt Expreſſions of his Hatred and Indigns · enough 
tion; but has aſſigu d it a worſe Place, and higher degrees of Puniſhment, they ec 


than he has allotted co any other Sing. So that when he wou'd repreſent I Egypt. 
the Puniſhment of the Greateſt and moſt Deſperate Villany in any Perſon, I degree 


he tells us, that He ſpall have his portion with the Hypocrites and Unbe- ledge, 
Tievers, there ſhall be Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Matth. 24. 51. poreal 


But I need not uſe many Words to ſhew how Odious Fhpocriſy is in the 
Sight of God, in order to render it more Deſpleaſing to Men, For tho 
Infincerity, Flattery, and Diſſimulation, have gain d ſuch an univerſal 
Reputation, as to become the moſt Faſhionable Accompliſhments of the 
Age; yet the World has generally given its Suffrage againſt Hypocriſy, as 


lifting 
No; ſu 
than a! 
his figh 
Lord of 


the Baſeſt, moſt Unmanly, and moſt Deteſtable of all Vices. And ve only in 
ſhall ſoon perceive that it is ſo, if we conſider a little the Nature of it. Wabſurd-1 
Now the Nature of it is fully compriz d in theſe Two Poſitions, 'which 2 Part, 
the different Tranſfations afford us: '  _ "'- ' Mndcavo 
Hiri, Thar their Heart was not Right with God, 8 ric; che 
_ Secondly, That it was not Whole with him. For in both theſe __ 2 Wd yer 
{8 a Ds | an N 


» 
” ©: 
* 


cling Man is Guilty of Hypocriſy : 8 his Heart is not Right towards 


d this God, or when it is not Whole with him; when he has ſer his Affections 


wou'd Ml on any thing beſides him; or admits an inferior Object to a Share of 


,CCON- them. | | Bo TE nb eu E959 41 na] Toe! 

frac; i rirft, A Man is Guilty of "Hypocriſy, when his Heart is not Right with 
n. God: When his AﬀeRions and Inclinations are under a Biaſs and DireQi- 
latry. ¶ on oppoſite to him ; which is very appoſitely expreſs d by the Rrophec 
Ind to Iſaiah, Chap. 29. v. 13. This People draw near me with their Mouth, 


Qs or Wl and with their Lips do they honour me, but have remov'd their Heart far: | 
from me; and by Ezekiel, Chap. 33. v. 31. For with their Mouth they. 


is not BY ew much Love, but their Heart goes after Covetouſneſs. If the Stream 
they i of a Man's Affections 18 bent towards inferior Objects; if he can Love, 


bir of Defire, or Enjoy, nothing but corporeal and ſenſible Good ; tho' at the 
com ſame time he approaches God as his only Happineſs; if his Treaſure and 


his Heart are in the Earth, when he lifts op his Hands and Eyes to Heaven; 


* then belongs to him that infamous Character, vhich the Pſalmiſt fixes on | 
er the WM the Jews, viz. That their Heart was not Right with him, Now Hypo: + 
oi in this ſepſe, as it imports an Alienation of the Soul from God, 


Free, diſpoſes a Man either to Infidelity, or Idolatry; either entirely to Forget 


the Creator, or to Worſhip and Serve the Creature above him. This is 


ral, a Diſcaſe that ſo ſtrongly infected the Iſraelites, and was the Cauſe of | 


d Hy-W Pſalm. But a Man is Guilty of Hypocriſy, when in tze 
d Re- Second Place, His Heart is not whole with God, when he permits any 
aſite, thing beſides to have a Share of it. Such a One gdireas his Aims two 
hey, ¶ vays, and is divided betvixt God and this World. He profeſſes an ardent 
mn By Defire of Heaven and Happineſs, but is not willing to part with his pre- 
ſent Enjoyments. He beſteches God to grant him Spiritual, bur not as 


en- their great Inconſtancy and frequent Defection, as tis fully relared in this 


aded I inconũfient with Temporal, Bleſſings. The Maelitas were pleas'd vell 
Su enough to hear of the Milk and Honey of the Promfis'd Land; but theg 
— they eou d nat but remember the Fleſh - pots, the Onions, and Garlick of 
eſent 


rſon, degree of Faſcination: The One, to think that a God of Infinire Know- 
Jnbe- ledge, Wiſdom, and Holineſs, can take delight in a bare Outſide, Cor- 
51. ¶ poreal Service; that he can be pleas d with the labour of the Lips, and 


2 the lifting up of the Hands, whilſt the Heart is Offer'd up at another Altar. 


No; ſuch a Formal, Lifeleſs Qblation, will no more be Accepted by him, 
than a Sacrifice without a Heart, which he has pronounc'd Abominable in 
his fight, Nor is the Other leſs Abſurd and Impious, to ſuppoſe that the 
Lord of Heaven and Karth will Divide with his Creatures, and be a Sharer 
only in the Hearts and Affections of thoſe that entirely belong to him. 
\bſurd-it is, in the higheſt degree, to imagine that he will Compound for 
2 Part, where the Whole is ſo juſtly due: and no lefs Impious alſo, to 
ndeavour to Deftaud and Impoſe upon him, Who ſearches the Heart, and 
ries the Reins, and will render to every Man according to his N ur k. 
And yet 38 Abſurd and [mpiqus ag it is, this is truly the Caſe of the Hy- 
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Egypt. Now Hypocrites in both theſe Caſes, muſt be under the higheſt _ 


1 pocrite; 
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. preſent them 


be 
1 Falthood, and * ro Guide us in 18 purſuit of it, ** ee d. x 
An 


(6)), 
poerite Abe his Heart is not Right, or Whole, with God: his Affect. 
ons are either in the Whole, or in Part, Devoted to another Object, Di- 
rected to another Happineſs, his Aims and Endeavours tend to a different 


Point, Thus is it with thoſe who Serve God, for the ſake of Mammon; 
and pay Attendance at his Altar, only to get by it. In like manner; 
Amabltivn makes Men Liberal and Popular; Avarice, Temperate and. Par. 
fimonious;; ' Vain-Glory, Hoſpitable and Bencficent, So that Hypocriſy, 
you perceive, is the Reverſe and Oppoſite of Truth, and Sincerity : For 


A Sincerity is the Life, the Subſtance, and Reality of Religion and Ver-. 
tue; Hypocriſy deſtroys the very Being and Eſſence of both. 


It is a Can - 
ker that Eats thro* the Heart of all Vertues, and reduces all Religion to 
a meer inſignificant Phantom. It's like a Corgupr Humour in the Body, 


that not only changes all the reft into its own Complection, but conti- 


nually Preys upon and Exhauſts em. So that its malign Influence reaches ag 
fat as Vertue it ſelf, and ſtrikes at the very Root and Foundation of ir, We 
muſt therefore run thro the whole Catalogue of Vertues, if we wou'd 


view it in all its Shapes and Colours, and form a comprehenſive Idea of 
it. Bot this is a Subject too great for the Limits of this Diſcourſe. How- 


ever, that we may have yet a more diſtinct and clear Conception of it, 
let us conſider it, not only in the general Idea or Habit; but alſo in the 
_ of it: Let us view it in the ſeveral Examples that 

es to our Daily 2 _—_ was * Second 
. 1 ropes 4 to Diſcourſe of, __ 


. ee, To propoſe fans Las whereby » we may Diſcover th the 
Notorious and Woful Effects of it, 

8 The Firſt Inſtance of Hypocriſy as too Notorious in the World, is 

in thoſe, who Change their Religion with the Times, and will be Sure to 


| N be of that which is Uppermoſt ; who always fall in with a Majority, -and 


follow the Multitude to the Houſe of God. Theſe Men meaſure Truth by 


Numbers; and take the Voice of the people, than which nothing, is 8˙ 
nerally more Erroueous, for the Oracle of Gd. 


This is certainly a Grand piece of Hyporriſy, to play thus faſt and;laok 
with Religion ; to make it a Stalking Horſe ro-our Intereſt; and to Court 
it under all thee Differing and Wretched Shapes, rhat the Wild and Unac- 


countable Humour of a Succeſsful Faction ſhail Dreſs it up ia. 


As it it were not our Duty to be like God Himſelf, (as far as che! Im. 


8 perſection of Human Nature will Permit) who is 2s lmmutable in his 


Win. as He is in his Nature. 
As if He had not given us a Rule of Faith, and ſettled the Meigs of 


aur Duty; and the Holy Scriptures did not ſufficient y Inſtruct us, in want 


we ought to Believe and Do, in order to our Eternal, Salvation. 

Ai Truth was not, like the Author of it, always: the lame; and migh 
dag d by the Intereſts and Humours of Sinful Men. 

As if God had not given us an Underſtanging to Diſcern Truth from 
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PT 
A5“ can Os now b 2 greater r at — nd aw; to 
pretend to be like unto God Himſelf, and to Imitate Him in this His moſt 
Glorious, I might, not very improperly add, His moſt Eſſential Perfection, 
of Conſtancy and Immurabiliry ; when it is our Daily, our Utmoſt, En- 
deavour to Conform our ſelves to the Likeneſs of Men, in their moſt De- 
generate and Reproachful Imperfections, Mutabiliry and Inconſtancy ? 

Can there be a greater Inſtance of 'a Corrupt and Deceitful Heart, a 
Falſe arid Mypocritical Profeſhon, than to pretend to give up our ſelves, 
to be Guided by God's Holy Word, and the Influences of His Bleſſed Spi- 
rit, when we never Comply with One, nor Confolr the Other; bur found? 
our Principles on our Intereſt, and meaſure the Goodneſs of them only by 
Succeſs? When à Man confiders not what is moſt Agreeable to the Word 
of God, but what is moſt Pleaſing to Men, in the Buſineſs of his Profeſſi- 
on; when a Man forſakes theſe Fountains' of Living Water, thoſe Sacred 
Repoſitories of All ſaving Truth, thoſe Eternal Maxims of Good and 
Evil, thoſe Eſtabliſh'd Rules of Juſt and Unjuft, Honeſt and Diſhoneſt, 
for the Falſe, Uncertain, and Deceirfal Meafurcyof e my and 
Intereſt, To proceed——— 

Is it not a Notorious'Inftance of ſaſtedhiny and Deceirfulneſs, as well | 
as a Reproachful Abuſe-of Reaſon, to pretend ro be Govern d and Directed 
by it, and yet Baſely and Shamefully ſubmit it to the Humour, Caprice, 
and Giddineſs of a Party? Inſtead of following the Dictates of Conſci- 
ence, to be continually Bragg d about u hereſoe ver a Faction ſhall lead us; 


to ſuffer our Reaſon to be Moulded and Turn d into all Shapes by the Mul. 


titude; to lay our ſelves open to all Impreſſions ; ; and Embrace That only 
for Truth, which is moſt in Faſhion, and in higheſt Eſteem: And yet in 
the mean time to make large Profeſſions of Conſpience and Rea ſon in all 
our Proceedings ? This, certainly, is as Horrid an Abuſe of. 0G Sacred 


Names, as it is a Scandalous Inſtance-of Hypocriſy. 


And ſos ir, Lefly, when we make a ſhew of great Zeal We Lond for 
Truth, and that we would. never Deſert it, if we cou'd but arrive to it? 
_ at the ſame time, we ſtand by it no longer than it is able to Advance 

; when we Embrace or Forſake ir, as it riſes or falls in the E:tcem of 
the World. But let ſuch bien know, that Truth is of a fixr and inflexi- 
ble Nature; it is not to be ty d down to the ſordid Max ims of Great State- 
men, or craſiy Politicians ; or Banded about to different Sides, as they 
chance to get the Better of each other: And whoever is ready to Comply 
vith every Set of Principles, as they come to be in Vogue and Repute; 
and to fall in with the Stream vhereſoever it ſhall carry him, has no 
more Indifference in his judgment than Sincerity in his Heart: whatſo- 
ever his Pretences may be, he has no true Zeal or Concern for Truth; 
and is as far from a juſt and ere Enquiry, as he is from a fledialt 
Adherence to it. But, 

2. Secoudly, Another Notoriaus Inſtance of Tafincerity in Religions ; 
Matters, ar Hypocriſy, is in Thoſe who openly Profeſs one Religion, and 
yet ſecretly Wiſh vell to another ; who own a themſclves Members of the 

A 22 . Church 


| from Them. It muſt be confeſs'd indeed, if we meaſure it by the Length 


Church of Englevd, and yet are link d in 2 Confederacy 2gainft Ner; 


who hold Conftapt Communien with Her, but keep a Clandeſtine Corre. 
ſpongence with Her Enemies: who ſeem to like Her Confticution vel Thu 
enough, and yet give in to the ſame Meaſures, which our moſt irrecon. Ihe A: 
ciiable Adyerſaries haye made uſe of ro Ruin Her. To make this Evi. Ns twe 
dent by an Inftance or two. eee eee eee 
Such are they who miſrepreſent the Terms of Communion between the Wally 4 
Church of England and the Presbyterians. They alledge, that the Diſſe-· Is the 
rence between Us and Them, is about Trivial, Indifferent Matters, in eriv'd 


which the Eſſence and Vitals of Religion are no way concern d. Now, Night, 


us. For they do not deny the Lawfulneſs of Epiſcopacy,' or 2 Form of 


| except the Articles of Faith, which they lock upon to be Eſſential and Im- 


Streſs upon them, as Things of the Utmoſt Importance to the Being and 


— 


as of Divine Inſtitution, and cannot therefore part with it. A Small 


'  Infinuate, by cheir way of ſtating the Terms of Communion, that all 
Charity and Maderation lies on the fide of the Diſſenters ; and that We, 


| Religion, which, by the Conſent of all Sides, may be Alter d and Abo- 


a a Government in the Eftabliſh'd Church, which is deriv'd from Chrift 
and His Apoſtles ; a Diſcipline Authoriz d by the moſt Famous Councils 
and Churches in the World; a Liturgy truly Primitive, Rational, and Edi- 
+  fying : and theſe are not ſuch Small Things, as may lightly be Sacrific'd to 


with regard to the Difenters, We own that the Terms of Communion re- 
quired of them, are about Small Inconſiderable Things; and therefore, i 
they have but a ſhort Step to make in order to an Accommodation with 


Prayer: All the Quarrel is about a few Ceremonies, which they cannot 
but own to be in their own Nature Inoffenfive and Indifferent. » But we 
greatly miſtake theſe Perſons, if ve thus Underſtand em. Tis the Church 
of England they aim at, when they ſay that the Difference is Small berween 
It and Them: and that the Diſtance is inconſiderable which Divides Ui 


theſe Men have gone, it is ſo: For there is nothing Prefeſs'd in our Church, 
mutable. All beſides, in their Opinion, are but the Circumſtantials of 


liſh d at pleaſure. In Anſver to which Suggeſtion we ſay; that we have 


the Unreaſonable Humour of thoſe who diſlike em. We muſt lay a Great 


Edification of the Church; and no Union or Peace can be a ſufficient 
Compenſation for them. Let Us therefore, in a word or two, ſee on 
what Terms we ſtand with our Diſſenting Brethren of the Presbyterian 
Perſwaſion. They have but a Little to yield Us, a few Innocent Ceremo- 
nies, which they can never prove to be Unlawful : but We have a Great 
deal to loſe to them, which they never can prove not to be Neceſſary. It 
is but a litt way for Them to come over to Us: but We muſt go a great 
way: to come to Them. They Eſteem Epiſcopacy not to be Unlawful, and 
ſo may eaſily Comply with it: We think it Neceſſary and Immutable, 


ſhare of Temper and Modeſty won'd bring Them over to Us: but with- 


out the Violation of our Oaths, Conſciences, and Truſts, We cannot 
come dawn to Them. And yet thoſe our Comprehenſive Friends wou d 


a 


ace to things of no Moment, 


he Ancient Doctrines of the Church, which have been the Bulwarks, 


ally Aﬀerted by all Sound and Orthodox Writers: not a Media5e Right, 
the Church of Rome holds ; as if all the Authority of a Biſhop was 
eriy'd immediately from the Pope: nor an Approving or. Arbitrary 


ot They, concinue the Separation, by a Perverſe, Unreaſonable Adhe- 


Thus do They join with Our Enemies alſo, in Diſputiog and Exploding . 


s'rwere, not only to Diſtiaguiſh but Defend Us from Them; the Di- 
ine Right of Epiſcopacy has been unqueſtionably made our, and univer- 


light, ſuch as makes the Authority Diſcretionary and Mutable; as ſome 


ion re· Nnoderate Calvinifts allow ; but au Eſſential, Fundamental, Indefeaſible 
refore, Might; ſuch as is immediately deriv'd from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' the? 


ead of the Church, the Shepherd aud Biſpop of our Souls, And yet 
ow often do we hear this DoFrine call'd in Queſtion, and even given 
p by ſome Falſe Brethren? They make it a mat ter Iodiflterent whether 
e have Epiſcopacy among us or no; denying that ſuch a Pre eminence 


Church if Authority, is at all Neceſſary in the Church of Chrift ; and that it is 

etween h crefore in the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate to Remove it, and Subſti= 
des Ui ute Presbytery, or any other Government, in the room of it. 
engths e This is a Pofition that has not lurk d in Corners or private Cabal; 


Members of the Church of England. For. what elſe can they 


ircumſtantials of Religion; and Blame Us therefore for being ſo Stiff | 


Chriſt Wand Zealous in the Defence of them? Sure we may lay aſide choſe 
Duncils mall and Worthleſs Things, for the ſake of Peace, Unity, and Charity: 
d Edi- Nad Perſons that are found to be of an Unyielding Temper in theſe 
cid to Moints, are Branded with Inodiating Characters, and Charg'd with a F. 


Great Mio, Exterminating Teal; and ever now and then the Romifo Ig 


hen they Level and Conſound the Government of the Church, with the 
lodes of Worſhip; Affirming equally of them, that they are only the 


ut has been openly and avowedly Maintain d by Thoſe that are not bare- 


g and Mor, and the Zealots of Feruſalum are introduc'd to finiſh the Cha- 


0 cter. 


erian Ieſire more from theſe Men, had they entirely Declax'd for Them: 
emo - {MW beſe are the Weapons which the ſtouteſt Champions of the Diſſenters 
Great Nave always made uſe of againſt the Church; but having been hitherra .. . 
y. It Mepuls' d, they have Prevail'd with Our A4zes, Our Brethren, to take | 
great MWhcm up againſt Us. Nay, there's ſcarce any One Argument made uſe of 


y the Diſſenters, againſt Our Conſtiturion, which theſe Our Pretenaed - 


And now I wou'd fain know what Our Adverſaries themſelves: cou | 


able, {Mricnds do not continually urge againſt it. And is not this now Adting, . - 


Small WM moſt Falſe and Trezcherous Part, to be perpetually Gallirg and Wor- 


with- Wing Us in our Own Camp, and within our Own Walls? And whac the 


nnot Monſcquences of::ſuch a procedure may be, Themſelves would do well 7 


vou d confider. But to.retury ; this we are:all Aſſur'd of, that Government 


t all I Eſſential and Neceſſkry to the Beivg of a Church, (for there can be no 


We. rel or Seciety withour it) ag therefore, tis not to he feckon da. 


| 

j 

[ 

$3 

| 
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is to Condemn them by Implication an by Conſequence : I. anſwer ; We 


- ſhe dees Aﬀſert it, and Maintain that it is founded both on Scripture and 


not we? We _ indeed to Imitate her in Temper and Candor ; but xp-&t 


are ready to part with it on all Occaſions ? Nothing can be more effe- 
_ tual; under God, to the Compoſing our ſad Diviſions at Home, than ſuch! 


Conſtincy in Maintaining that excellent Form of Worſhip we wou'd Re- 


mongſt the Circumſtantials or Modes of Rel 


gion. Shall We then tamely 


> Surrender that which has ſach undeniable Evidences of a Divine Appoine. ver ** 


ment; has been handed down to us, by an uninterrupted Succeſſion from omp! 
the very Apoſtles; and ſo bravely Defended by the Greateſt Men in als ſo 
Ages? Shall We, did I fay ? Tis not in our Power to do it; it is God ier! it 
own Ordinance and Inſtitution; and We, who are under the moſt Solem bare 
Engagements, to Aſſert and Maintain it, cannot Deſert it, without Perf. Doe 
diouſueſe and Cowardiſme. FE, F Whodos 
I'm aware, it may here be ſuggeſted, that this is in effect to Condemu MPefend 
the Reformed Churches, which are not Govern'd by Biſhops. In Anſver e tl 
towhich we ſay; that Aſſerting the Doctrines of our Church, is not en. 
Condemning thoſe who Differ from us. The Compilers of our Liturgy hurc 
and Rubricl hold the Doctrine of Epiſcopacy, yet take not upon them to iturg 


Condemn thoſe Churches that want it, If it be ſaid, that this however . 925! 
proven 


y Hur 
Porn w 


muſt not be afraid to Own and Profeſs the Articles of our Faich, and the 
Doctrines of our Church, for fear of Diſpleaſing thoſe that Deny them. 


The Church indeed in Aſſerting the Doctrine of Epiſcopacy, uſes great onful 

Cantjon and Tenderneſs, leſt Foreign Churches ſhou'd be Oſſended at : hang 

peremptory and fruitleſs Determination in the caſe ; yet notwithſtanding | ay” 
yhen 


Antiquity. And it our Church does Teach and Defend it; why ſhoud om 


he Ecc 
uſt n 
ore co 


eſs to Follow her in her Fidelity and Integrity, 


ve are bound no ) 8 8 


rational and Spiritual Worſhip ; which is fram'd in all Points after the 


Primitive Pattern, and is ſo admirably ſuited to the Capacity and Edifica- If is 


tion of all forts of People; and which the Proteſtants Abroad ſo much Ile Ch 


Admire} that they are about to introduce it into their own Churches! of the 


Wou'd not our Coldneſs and Diſaffection be a Diſcouragement and Hinder - Mrrders 


anee to fo excellent a Work? Can we expect that other Churches ſhoy'd han h. 
Comply and Unite with us in hat, which we fo little regard, that ve 3 
iced a 


Able: 
Things 
and Or 
njunct 


an happy Union with the Churches Abroad: and nothing will ſo effectu- 
ally put a ſtop to the Approaches of ſuch a Bleſſing, as want of Zeal and 


- commend to them. *Tis in vain to Hope we ſhall. Reduce the Diſſenters Obey t 
by Condeſcentions: He muſt be little acquainted with former Tranſadi- Wor 
ons, chat can entertain ſuch a Thought: For 'tis abundantly Evident I Dein 
from the beſt Accounts, and even our own Obſervarion, that they aim . etter 
not at the Satisfaction of their Scruples, ſo much as Dominion; and than al 

Quarrel no: ſo much with your Conſtitution, as with your Revennes and e 
Pre 


Power If any thing will bring them to Conſideration and their Duty, 
it wuſt be the Shame and Scandal of Holding out, when ſo many inci not he: 


rent and4mparcial Eaquirers of their own Perſwafion Abroad, are come — 
* * : o | : Over 2 7 


( 11 ; 
er to us. What then can thoſe Men mean, who, are ever for Giving, 


as ſo excellently fram'd, only to be Torn in pieces, and Retail'd-to e- 


ery importunate FaRtion, that thou 'd have the e to Demand a 
Solem {bare of it? |; 
it Peri. Does it not rather become: them, who neceend to be Sound and Or- 


hodox Members of the Church, faichfully co Adhere to it, and zealouſly 
defend it? Impartially to enquire into--its./Confficution,. in order to ſi- 
ence the Cavils, and ſuppreſs the Clamours of Perverſe and Uureaſonable 
en. To endeavour, at leaſt io ſhe#em, That the Government of the 
hurch by Biſhops, is truly Primitive, Apoſtolical and Divine; That its 
iturgy is agreable in all Points to the moſt Ancient Forms; and that tho? 


rovement in any Part of it: (And where was there ever any thing pure- 
y Human that was ſo ? ) yet certainly. ſome ſmall Imperfections may be 


them Porn with, for the ſake of Unity, Peace. aud Order ;. and to prevent that 

5 great onfulion, and Diſtraction, that muſt nexeſſarily ariſe from fre quent | 
g at H hanges : eſpecially when they are made upon weak and uncertain 
andins Prounds; brought about by unreaſonable and re- tleſs Importunies; and 
hen Prejudice, Intereſt, and Ambition, are the firſt Moyers, and. chiefelt 


ſhoy;{Wromoters of them. That twou d be as Uoreaſonable for every Ode to 
: ip-& Satifation, or to have every Thing ſuited to his on Opinion, in 
he Eccleſiaſticol Conſtitution, as the Civil: That ſceming Imperſections 
lt neceſſarily be born in the One, as well as the Other; And that there» 
ore continual Clamours for. a Reformation, and Diſſentions for the want 
f ir, are ſigus of a Seditious and Turbulent Spirit; and as Dangerous to 
much Ihe Church, as they wou'd be to the State. That i in the Adminiſtration 
ches? If the Government, and Affairs of the Church, namely, Of its Rires, 
inder. Wrders, and Ceremonies, à Private Man,is no more to Judge for himſelf, 
hogs han he is in the Adminiſtration; of Civil, Affairs; bur mult acquieſce i ig 
he Wiſdom and Determination of his Superic rs. la Mattera ot Faith in- 
iced a Man mult Judge: for himſelf, otherwiſe. his Faith cannot be Reaſon» 


| ſach ble: bur tis not about theſe that the Diſſenters | Differ with gs. but in 
feu - Mhiags relating to the Good Government of che Church, and the Decent 
and nd Ocderly Regulation of God's Worſhip, according to the Apoſtolical 


njunction; in theſe a Private Man is bound, by the Laws al £900), to. 
Obey the Commands, and Obſerve the Orders of his Superior. 


pv Wou'd all Church · Men take ſuch Methods as theſe, inſtead af Count 
ident Mraneing and Complying with our Adyerſaries, it wou'd probablj have a. 
x detter Effect upon them; and contribute more tothe Healing our Breaches, 
and than all the Conceſſiops the Government can make them: I'm ſure *rwou d 
- and Nonduce more to the Peace, Honour, and Ettabliſhment of the Church, ; 
Jury, Ind preſer e Union: and; Charity among our Sclves ; and they that are 
diff wi heartily , concern d to promote theſe, vhilſt they Profeſs themſelves 


Members of it ; ; if they are not T cagherqys e tis Iecauſe they 
ey Deſerye a hay Nor 1 9 8 AL #1 2 
But 


omply ing, and Condeſcending to the Diſſenters? As if our Conſtr ee 


t was never pretended to be entirely Perfect, ſo as not to be capable of Im 


— 2 cw * 


| 
| 
| 


not reftrain him, when his Intereſt invites; I know not any thing that 


 bonr's Houſe, and Steal his Goods; and, after all, ſhou'd Plead No 
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Opinions alter the Natures of Things; and make that not to be a Vice ot 


* —— —— 


_ God, as Practic'd in our Church, to be Unlawful, as bein Clogg'd and 
Deprav'd with Popi/þ Ceremonies aud Superſtition : This they continually 
. Complain of, and think themſelves Oblig'd to Separate from us, till ve 4 
Reform and Model our Liturgy, after the Purity and Simplicity of the aq 
| Goſpel, But ſome of em, of late, have diſcever'da' Secret, never ſo 


Waion « 
| amor 
Why « 
by a L 
ful th 
ometi 
in the 
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3. Third ſort of Hypocrites behind; and thoſe are ſuch, as upon 
proſpect of Intereſt or Advantage, will Comply with what themſcly 
Condemn : They deny our Worſhip to be Lawful, and yet will join 
the Higheſt Acts of it, when a Place of Honour or Profit- invites en 
They can obferve a great deal of Impurity, and Corruption in our 80 
vice, but are not in the leaſt afraid of Defiling Themſelves with it. whe 


But there is yet a 


the Splendor of a Good and Profitable Place Recommends it. Now Thi leſs P 
I'm certain, in the Primitive Times, wou'd have been Condemn'd folff'® it. 
downright Hypocriſy, and Puniſh'd with the ſevereſt Cenſures. But oy Speak 
Refin'd, and Sanctify d Age will by no means allow of fucha Hard Tem P rinc 
Nay, ſome will have it to be à Vertue; as proceeding from a Largeneſfi mann. 
of Soul, and Freedom of Thought; and that ſuch a Man has a Great ay bne ol 
Comprehenſive Charity. Yes indeed he has, Great and Comprehenſi — 


enough to be a Deiſt, a Socinian, or of any other Religion, that haf 
pens to be on the Side of his Intereſt. For what ſhov'd hirider him? Cy 
ſeience ? No; becauſe that tells him our Liturgy is Impure and Unlawfil 
and yet he will comply with it for his Advantage: And if Conſcrexce car 


Offer | 
Preter 
we thi 
and ex 
for Ini 
Oae, 
in the 
ſhip C 
him, 
[ 
vican 
Worſt 


can. But he's no Hypoerite however, ſays a late Celebrated Author, (the 
Great Champion of Diſſenters and Occaſional Conformiſts, ) notwithſtand 
ing he acts contrary to his Judgment or Conſcience. Why? Becanſ 

ſays he, he is not Conſcious to himſelf that it is Hypocri/p. to act con 
.trary to his Perſwaſion: juſt as if a Man ſhou'd Break open his Neigh 


Guilty; becauſe he was not Conſcious to himſelf, that to do either, vn 
Burglary or Felony. Is not he that holds and publiſhes Falſe Doctrine 
an Heretick ? Or, that Divides from a Church, with which he may lav. 
fully Communicate, a Schiſmatick ? Becauſe he does not think the One 
is Hereſy, and the Other Schiſm ? If a Man is Conſcious to himſelf chat 
Covetouſneſs is not Idolatry; is it not therefore Idolatry? Will Men 


a Vertue which is ſo ? The Truth on't is; An Error in the judgment vill 
gever change the Nature of any Habit or Action; but that which is Vi: 
cious will be ſo ſtill, notwithſtanding a cantrary Opinion: cho? if the Er- 
ror be not Wilful, it will not be Impured. 8 
[ have hitherto ſuppos d that All Oiſſenters look upon the Worſhip of 


much as Dreamt of by their Fore-fathers ; by vertue of which, they can 
Reconcile their Conſcience to their Intereſt. And that is, by the Diltin- 


3 
by 
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ien 


Rig bis of the Proteſtants Diſenteri, pag. 48. | 


! e 7 


Naion of Occaßona and Stated Ak Nu: 8 For *tis fad, the Och 
pon ti conſormiſt does not think Communion with us ſometimes to be Unlawful, 


emſeln l Wby does he nor then Cofiform always, fince he's Commanded fo to do 
| join by 3 Lawful Authority, which he's bound in Conſcience to Obey, in Law- 
ites en ful things? No; to conform always, or Statedly, is a Sin, rho" to do it 


bmetimes, or Occafionally, is not. Becauſe, tho the Worſhip of God 


wah. in the Church of England, is not ſimply and in it ſelf Unlawfel ; yar ic'ts 
w Th;Mick Pure, and leſs Agrecable to the Word of God; and therefore to join 
mu'd Min it always wou'd be a Sin, where Parer Ordinances, as they Love to 
But o Speak, may be Enjoy d. Which Reaſoning muſt be founded upon this 
d Tem MP rinciple, that every One muſt Worſhip God in the Beſt *® and Pureſt 


manner he can; and this as the fore-mention'd Shuffling Author fays, i 


— 4 one of the main Foundations on which a Separation is built, This being 
bent Granted ; it follows, That to Worſhip God in a lefs Pure way, when 4 
iat hau better may be had, muſt be Unlawful ; becauſe tis always our Duty to 
1? Co Offer unto God, the Beſt - and moſt Reaſonable Sacrifice, We muſt not 
alawf MW Pretend, according to the foreſaid Principle, to Offer any thing, which 


we think will be Lefs acceptable to him; becauſe God always requires 
and expects the Beſt of our Services, And therefore if a Form of Prayer, 
for Inſtance, be not ſo acceptable to God, as 2 Cenctiv' d or Extemporary 
Oae, we muſt not, for that reaſon, Preſume to Addreſs our ſelves to him 
in the former; becauſe we muſt not, at any time, take upon us to Wer + 
ſhip God in a way, which our Conſcience tells us is not ſo Agreeable to 
think it is by this time pretty Evident, that the Occaſional Commu- 
icant acts againſt r or Conſcience, whether he Believes our 
Worſhip to be Unlawtwl, or not. For, if he Believes it to be Unlawful, 
and yet joins in it; the Matter is out of Diſpute : And if he Believes it to 
be Lawful, but leſs Pure; he acts againſt his Conſcience in Conforming ; 
becauſe, tho“ it be Lawful in it ſelf; yet as to Him it is Unlawful, ' who 
Believes 'it not to be ſo Pure, nor ſo Agreeable to the Word of God, 
as another way: For, according to his Principle before laid down, it is 
Unlawful, and therefore againft One's Conſcience, to Worſhip God in that 
vay, which is leſs Pure; add conſequently not fo acceptable to him. 
Now he that acts againſt his Conſcience in Marters of Religion, for the 
fake of Gain. He that looks Two ways, and Divides betwixt God and this 
World, and dares Affront the One to get an Intereſt in che Other; that 
Doubles and P revaricates with his Duty and his Conſcience, if fach'a One 
inuall be nor an Hypocrite; then is the Name a meer empty Sound, and there 
till is no ſuch thing as Hypocriſy in the World. i ene 
of the And here perhaps it may be expected I ſhou d — — for 
ver ſo not Speaking to this Oecafion; or at leaſt force my Subject to ſay ſome- 
ey car thing to it. All that I ſhall offer in Excuſe is, That Topicks of this Na- 
Dita cure are ſo Common and ſo well Underſtood, that they are now become 
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helpt to Ly 


Height, evep_in;our. days, Weare: all of us, Magiſtrates and People, in 


Places mare. than, others, by the more immediate Communications of hi 


- Meaſures of Juſtice and Truth, 8 
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 befs Needfiil, That the Cort 2.4 8 are b Perni ci 
and ſo Spreadin g, rhat the Campalſionate, but Partial Enquirer ſays, the 
Lead on 00th late Exccrable Rebellion, which. they, did by Beguily 
Unſtable Souls, ſettling Men's Mind, and Seducing chem from tha 
Loyalty, and the True Religion. And fince they are grown to ſuch y 
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 mediately Concern'd to Guard our ſelves againſt em, ro Diſcountenang 
and Put a Stop to em: and to uſe our utmoſt Endeavour for the Preyes 
tion of ſuch: Deſigns, as have been once already carry d on by them. 
therefore 1 chaſe rather to direct your Thouglits to that, which is of { 
Intimate, and ſo great Importance to us all. However, that what h has 
been ſaid, may be of ſome uſe to us, I proceed, Thirdly,— _ .., 
III. 7; birdly, To Offer ſome Motives to Perſwade Us to a Eree, Open 
and Undiſguis d Behaviour ; eſpecially, in Matters of Religion. And ber 
let us con der in te 
Firſt. Place; That we are always 5 in: the preſence of Almighty God, who 
is the Judge of all our Thoughts, Words, and Actions. For though Hes 
wen is hu Threne, and the Earth his Footſioo!; though He is in ſome 


Fit 


| Power, Goodneſs, and juſtice; yet as to his Eſſence, and Providence, H 


is Cenfin'd to no Bounds, He is Excluded from no Place. The Dari be 
and Light to Him are both alike ; and all things are Naked and Open "orion, 
the Eyes of him, with whom we haue to do. He is the Searcher of n the 
Hearts, and Throughly Acquainted with the Inmoſt Receſſes, and mol tele, h 
Secret Motions of our Souls. However thereforè we may Diſguiſe ouch a C 
ay t Deſigns, by Falſe Colours, and P lauſible Pretences, - to Deceive Y Diſco 

; Enſnare. our Brather, yet it is impoſſible to Conceal our ſelves: frond alm 
13 tn, who is immediately Preſent to all our Thoughts, and Actions; Mis Hon 
out our Bed, and about our Path, and ſpies out all our Ways ; Why avour | 

will Approve or Condemn us for then; not as they. have been Succeſeſaſſe is ſe. 

in carrying oa our ſecular Deſigns; but as they are Agrecable to his Wil te to. 
and as they come up to the Standard of Reaſon, Juſtice, and Truth. Let u 
Man by an Artful Diſguiſe, may make a Tolerable Appearance: in| the! our 
World. and Inſinuate himſelf i into the Credit, and Intereſt of Men, and Strict 
thereby Compaſs his Deſigns upon them: But we mult not Judge of ,ouMWrmoſt | 
owa ſelves, by the Reputation and Succeſs we gain in this World, but hben as 
the Approbation of Him, ho is a God of Infinite Knowledge and Wiſdom prof 
and cannot be Deceiv d: of the maſt Impartial, Unbiaſs'd. Juſtice, anifnd Stec 
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wherein every thing will appear at it is; the * Gloſſes and Beau 
ties 


8 
; N „ 4 


— —-— —¼—S : „%“ I i 
1 a " . 8 N 


ies w 


wid. de known what little Arts and Tricks, we have made uſe of, to Stifle 
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will Vaniſh, and the Secrets of all Hearts will be Diſclos d. All aur 
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embly, which ſhall Behold us, that all our Care and Cunning hae been 
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